
gather to be greeted as w
e sing farew

ell to a loved
on

e, or con
g

ratu
late th

e b
rid

e an
d

 g
room

 ju
st

beginning on a new
 w

ay of life.  C
lear glass allow

s
all to see, even before they are able to touch, the fact
that the w

aters of baptism
 aw

ait all w
ho believe,

offering refreshm
ent and freedom

.  A
s the P

aschal
C

andle illum
ines our w

ay in life, the m
oving w

aters
of the B

aptism
al Font and Pool w

ill be used to bring
new

 m
em

bers into the life of C
hrist and the C

hurch
he established.  O

ur using the w
aters of the font each

tim
e w

e enter into the refreshing space of the church
w

ill rem
ind us of the beginnings of our ow

n faith,
and the continuous protection offered by a G

od that
is on

ly a tou
ch

 aw
ay.  A

 b
ron

ze g
rill yet to b

e
com

pleted, designed as a fishing net w
ill allow

 w
ater

to flow
 from

 the bow
l of the font, to the pool below

w
ithout noise or distraction.  T

he A
m

bry, the place
lighted next to the font, is w

here the sacred oils are
preserved and displayed.  O

ils for anointing the sick,
infants and adults at baptism

 and confirm
ation, as

w
ell as in the cerem

onies of the dedication of the altar
and church w

alls, connect us to the w
ider church.

Such oils are blessed each year by the B
ishop during

H
oly W

eek, and represent the extension of C
hrist’s

healing through the C
hurch.

Standing just beyond the font is our patroness, Saint
T

heresa.  C
entral in focus and in placem

ent, she now
w

elcom
es all to en

cou
n

ter th
e L

ord
 w

h
o can

 b
e

exp
erien

ced
 in

 “little w
ays”.  In

 sim
p

licity an
d

hum
ility she asks that w

e not leave our concerns at
the door, but to bring them

 into the presence of G
od,

so th
at h

e can
 tran

sform
 th

em
 in

to life-g
ivin

g
experiences of hope.  O

ur w
ay into the sanctuary is

m
arked out by granite m

edallions in the center aisle
and at the foot of the altar.  Sloped forw

ard, the very
shap

e of the M
ain

 N
ave draw

s all p
hysically an

d
visually to the altar of sacrifice.  T

he crucifix suspended
above, begs all to com

e closer to encounter life born
of death and resurrection.  T

he w
ood of the sanctuary

W
hys and W

herefors
floor is red oak and m

akes connection w
ith the w

ood
trim

 throughout the church.  T
he m

ahogany colum
ns

and risers, as w
ell as the m

ain doors to the church
and the trim

 in the rear of the sanctuary connects the
eye to form

 a cohesive w
hole.  Such connections tell

us that som
ething special is present, som

eone w
e can

encounter now
here else as easily as here.

T
he A

ltar, P
ulpit, A

ltar of R
eservation, Table for the

B
ook of the G

ospels and B
aptism

al Font and Pool
are all constructed Louis Ledoux of Little C

om
pton,

R
I, of m

ah
og

an
y, soap

ston
e an

d
 cop

p
er, n

atu
ral

elem
ents each w

ith distinctive characteristics and yet
w

hich speak so w
ell together.  To connect w

ith these
im

p
ortan

t loci are th
e ch

airs in
 th

e san
ctu

ary,
handm

ade by P
aul C

yr of Little C
om

pton, R
I, and

design
ed to be in

 harm
on

y w
ith the vault of the

ceiling and sim
plicity of lines found throughout the

church.  Seating is provided for the priest celebrant
in the center, the D

eacon to his right, and three A
ltar

Servers chairs to offer balance and assistance in the
celebrations.

T
h

e u
se of color an

d
 ton

e b
rin

g
s a rich

n
ess an

d
w

arm
th

 to ou
r p

lace of d
in

in
g

 an
d

 ad
oration

,
celebration and blessing.  Surrounded as w

e are w
ith

the Stations of the C
ross, recounting the path Jesus

trod for our salvation, and Stained G
lass W

indow
s

w
h

ich
 com

e to u
s p

rim
arily from

 Sain
t P

atrick
’s

C
hurch, now

 G
ood Shepherd, in Fall R

iver, the rich
sym

bols of our faith help us to recall and learn of all
the good that G

od has done for us.  A
s the w

indow
designs are com

pleted and installation continues in
com

ing w
eeks, our hom

e w
ill be enriched w

ith new
and m

ore vibrant light.

T
he floor of colored and polished concrete is a bit

unusual, and m
ay trick the eye to believe that it is

m
arble or som

e other stone.  Poured in slabs and
polished until it dried, the burnishing achieved adds

interest and distinctiveness.  Sealed and w
axed, the

floor is designed to be non-slip, even as it reflects
light from

 above it.  T
he ceiling of w

ood adds further
dim

ension to the space as its rich tones instill calm
an

d
 w

arm
th

.  E
ven

 th
e p

lacem
en

t of th
e m

u
sic

m
inistry, organ and choir, to the front is to invite all

to join in praise w
ith song, not allow

ing the m
om

ent
to pass w

hen w
e can all offer our prayer tw

ice by
opening our m

ouths and “shouting” from
 our hearts.

O
ne m

ay take note of the Transition R
oom

, or “C
ry

R
oom

” in
 the n

orth-w
est corn

er of ou
r addition

.
W

h
ile n

ot m
u

ch
 larg

er th
an

 th
e orig

in
al, its

placem
ent is designed to allow

 for clear visual lines
to the altar.  T

his room
 is intended to help train young

ones to be able to participate in the full celebration
of m

ass.  N
ot large enough to serve m

any at a tim
e,

it is hoped that fam
ilies w

ill use it w
hen necessary,

not as a norm
al course of events.   T

he Sacristy is
m

uch m
ore functional than before, w

ith am
ple room

for preparing for liturgy, be it m
ass or service of prayer.

A
n

d
 th

e R
econ

ciliation
 R

oom
 at th

e rear of th
e

w
orship space, in the hallw

ay leading to the P
arish

H
all, gives forth a sense of peace in its spaciousness

and appointm
ent.

So plan to visit our parish hom
e, and take a look

around.  M
arvel at w

hat the Lord continues to do for
us.  It is to his greater glory that w

e are called and all
w

e h
ave d

on
e is for th

e p
u

rp
ose of p

raisin
g

 h
is

goodness to us.  M
ay he dw

ell in his house and w
ith

us for generations to com
e.

for w
h

ich
 th

e b
u

ild
in

g
 is in

ten
d

ed
.  H

om
es,

hospitals, banks and the like are planned around
the daily use of that space.  C

hurches too are designed
to fit the needs of the com

m
unity that gathers.  A

s
one w

alks into the church space the P
arish of Saint

T
heresa call hom

e, one need only to look around to
realize that every effort has been m

ade to w
itness to

the presence of G
od in our m

idst.  From
 sim

ple,
straightforw

ard m
aterials, to w

orkm
anship that is

truly artistic, the space is im
bued w

ith a living and
true sense of life and purpose.

W
hen com

m
ittees gathered and parishioners w

ere
asked w

hat they hoped to see in a new
 church for

the parish som
e years ago now

, the com
m

on them
es

w
ere evident.  A

 place that is w
arm

 and com
fortable,

in
vitin

g
 an

d
 n

ot overly larg
e w

as ju
st som

e
descriptive w

ays people used to express them
selves.

T
he church needed to fit its surroundings and speak

of the very people w
ho w

ould be filling her pew
s,

fam
ily folk w

ho w
ork hard and appreciate the sim

ple
things in life w

hile searching for deeper fulfillm
ent

in real w
ays, not the fleeting and costly.  She needed

to m
aintain a sense of purpose w

ith am
ple space to

w
orship and pray, but also allow

 for the gathering
of all in tim

es of great joy and profound sorrow
, a

place that w
ould be used for prayer as w

ell as the
social events and fundraisers that bring life.  A

l
O

akes of A
rris D

esigns, P
rovidence, R

I, acted as
A

rchitect, and P
ariseault B

uilders, W
arw

ick, R
I,

G
eneral C

ontractor.

T
he com

m
unity now

 enters the church through a
sp

aciou
s n

arth
ex or g

ath
erin

g
 sp

ace.  O
u

tsid
e

landscaping and lighting, as w
ell as a substantial

entryw
ay beckon all to enter in.  H

ere fam
ilies w

ill

o
m

eo
n

e o
n

ce said
 th

at th
e k

ey to
successful architecture and construction
w

orthy of note is due prim
arily to how

w
ell a structure allow

s for the full purpose
S
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M
aking O

urselves at H
om

e

A
.

N
arthex, or G

athering Space
B

.
M

ain N
ave

C
.

Sanctuary
D

.
M

usic M
inistry

E.
Transition R

oom
F.

R
econciliation R

oom
G.

Sacristy
H

.
U

shers/Storage R
oom

I.
Vestibule

J.
Parish H

all
K

.
H

all K
itchen

L.
M

en’s R
oom

M
.

Lady’s R
oom

N
.

H
andicap/Fam

ily B
athroom

The Liturgical Appointm
ents

and Furnishings

1.
B

aptism
al Font and Pool

2.
A

m
bry

3.
A

ltar
4.

Pulpit or A
m

bo
5.

Tabernacle
6.

B
ook of the G

ospels
7.

D
edication C

andles
8.

Presidential and D
eacon’s C

hairs
9.

Saint Theresa
10.

The B
lessed M

other
11.

Saint Joseph
12.

Saints Francis of A
ssisi and A

nthony

O
ur C
hurch P
lan

O
ur C

hurch P
lan

The Stained G
lass

W
indows

a.
Saint M

atthew
b.

Saint M
ark

c.
Saint Luke

d.
Saint John

e.
The Law

f.
The Scriptures

g.
The Lam

b of V
ictory

h.
The Lilies of R

esurrection
i.

The Lyre
j.

K
eys of the K

ingdom
k.l.m

.
n.o.p.

The W
heat for Eucharist

q.
The M

onstrance
r.

The C
halice

s.
The Pelican

t.
The H

oly Spirit
u.

The B
aptism

al Shell
v.

C
ross and C

row
n

w
.

IH
S

x.
The Papal Insignia

y.
The M

iter and Scepter


